Your First Day on Naff/Wearn

Here is some info to help you throughout this month:

1. Rounds will begin at 8:00 AM in the Tower 7 conference room. If you are lucky, the majority of your patients will be on Tower 7 and Tower 8; however, they are most often scattered throughout the hospital.  Naff and Wearn are the General Medicine ‘sister teams’ and they meet in the same conference room and take call on alternate days.    

2. There will be two interns and call will be q4 short call and q4 long call (alternating).  The call room is in Lerner Tower in Room 7040 and it has a bathroom with a shower.  One intern will take call with the senior resident, the other one will be an ‘orphan’ and will be covered by a senior from another team until 11:00PM and by the nightfloat after 11:00PM.  On short call days you will admit two patients before 2:00 PM.  The exceptions to this rule are:

a. On your clinic day, you will only get one patient before noon

b. If you have eight patients, you can only get one patient on short call

c. If you have ten patients, you will not get any patients on short call.

3. On the weekend, there is no short call, only long call.  

4. You will usually have a 3rd year medical student working with you on this service.  They can carry a maximum of three patients and they should pick up a patient on each call.  They will write an admission note and you should co-sign their note and write a full admission note of your own.  This goes for daily notes, too.  Try to pick patients that are interesting and present a good learning experience.  The third year medical students also do not take overnight call so try to get them a patient early in the day, if possible.

5. Your co-intern will either be another intern in your class or it will be two 4th year medical student Acting Interns. They can take 3 patients apiece on long call and 1 patient apiece on short call. Their orders must be co-signed and this is typically done by the senior resident.  However, sometimes you may need to sign an order if the senior is not available.  

6. When you signout at the end of the day, if your co-intern is on call, you should sign out to him or her. If your team is post-call, then you should either sign out to both your co-intern and resident at 1:00 PM (if you are post-call), or you should sign out the entire team to the cross-cover intern at 5:00 PM in the Tower 5 conference room. This intern carries your signout until midnight, when it will be handed off to the on-call intern on your sister team for the rest of the night.  In the morning you should pick up your signout from the on-call intern by paging them at 7:00 AM and arranging to meet (team pagers listed below).  

7. In the Tower 5 conference room, the NACR, DACR and nightfloat residents meet every morning at 7:00 AM to distribute the nightfloat admissions from the previous night.  If you are on short-call you should stop by to check if you have any nightfloat admissions. Optimally, you should get there as close to 7 as possible to increase your chances of getting a nightfloat and to allow yourself time to see the patient(s) before rounds.  You do not have to write a full admission note if the nightfloat has already written a note.  You simply have to write an “accept note” that contains a brief summary of the nightfloat’s note in the subjective; the remainder of the note is the same as a daily progress note.  
8. The Naff/Wearn teams were established as hospitalist teams to provide inpatient general medicine care for patients who have their own PCP.  The idea is that these PCPs will turn over the care of their patients to the hospitalist while the patient requires hospitalization and then the hospitalist will help transition care back to the PCP when the patient is ready to go home. Therefore, you should arrange for every patient to have follow-up with their PCP upon discharge and either you or your attending should call the PCP at discharge to summarize the patient’s hospital course and let them know if any medication changes were made while the patient was hospitalized. You should also send the PCP a copy of the discharge summary; if the PCP is not in the UH online directory, include the physician’s fax number or office address in your dictation to ensure that a copy gets to them.

9. Since these are both general medicine services, you may be calling consults more frequently on this service. It is recommended that you try to call the consults early in the day (before noon), so that the fellow has a chance to see the patient and staff it with their attending that day. If you call the consult late in the afternoon, the fellow may be upset and they may not see the patient until the following day.  

10. Lynne Seese is the social worker for Naff for patients in Lerner Tower and her pager is 30966 and Tammy Rose is the social worker for Naff for patients in Lakeside and her pager is 36335.  Marie Stevenson is the social worker for Wearn and her pager is 30458. They can help facilitate placement and can be very helpful when talking to patients and families.  

Your seniors are always available to help.  The only stupid question is the one you did not ask.  

Important Numbers: Naff team pager 33726; Wearn team pager 32654


