
GRADING POLICY 2004-2005

Clinical and cognitive skills are the cornerstone of evaluation in the Medicine Core Clerkship. An evaluation strategy using a point system has been established in an effort to make the evaluation process more objective and to standardize evaluation across all medicine clerkship sites. Points are garnered (as outlined below) by performance in the inpatient and outpatient settings and on the two objective examinations - the NBME medicine shelf test and the Clinical Skills Examination (CSE). 

Inpatient Component --200 points

The Clinical Evaluation form (now on-line) is utilized for this portion of the evaluation.  Eleven categories of “Clinical Skills” contribute to the final score (the “procedures” category will not be used as many evaluators omit this category). Four categories pertaining to one’s knowledge base are used (initial “fund of knowledge” will not be used to determine final evaluation). The possible points to be earned in each of the categories of the “clinical skills” and “fund of knowledge” areas are as follows: 

10 points for exceptional performance 
  6 points for a performance that is above clerkship expectations 
  4 points for a performance that meets clerkship expectations 
  0 points for a performance that is below clerkship expectations

Eight categories of personal characteristics are employed in computation of the final score (integrity, appearance, and professional conduct are not used as they are simply judged to be acceptable or not acceptable).  Possible points to be earned in each category of personal characteristics are as follows: 

5 points for an exceptional performance 
3 points for an above average performance 
2 points for a performance that meets clerkship expectations 
0 points for a performance below clerkship expectations

Each evaluator on the inpatient service has the following input into the final inpatient score: 

Attending physician - first inpatient month - 
30% 
Attending physician - second inpatient month - 
40% 
Resident physician - first inpatient month - 
15% 
Resident physician - second inpatient month - 
15% 
Interns - evaluations are collected and used for insightful comments, however, intern evaluations do not contribute to the final score. 

A maximal score on the inpatient evaluation is 190 points.

An additional 10 points is allotted to students who turn in a completed mid-point formative inpatient evaluation.

Outpatient Component—100 points

1. Clinical part—60 points

During the integrated family medicine, internal medicine, psychiatry 8-week block, students’ performance on the 3-week internal medicine segment will constitute the clinical portion of the ambulatory grade.  Each attending physician completes an evaluation form after each clinic session.  Points for each category will be awarded according to the following scale and averaged and scaled appropriately to determine the final clinical ambulatory score: 

6 exceeds clerkship expectation 
4 above clerkship expectation 
2 meets clerkship expectation                                                                                                         1 barely meets clerkship expectation 
0 below clerkship expectation

2. Didactic/Workshop Series—40 points

30
Satisfactory completion of Evidence-Based Medicine requirements

Meeting attendance requirements in the didactic/workshop series

All absences must be excused. 

Students are required to complete the didactic lecture/workshop series evaluations in fulfillment of the requirements of the course.  Grades will be held until all evaluations are completed and submitted.

Objective Components—166 points

1. NBME medicine shelf examination - the two-digit score reported by the NBME.

2. Clinical Skills Exam (CSE) performance--standard score multiplied by 0.1 

TOTAL POINT SCORE - scores from the inpatient setting, the outpatient setting, and objective measures of performance are added to determine the total point score.

Cut-offs are as follows: 

Honors
Total point score > 400 and at least 70 on the NBME and 300 on the OCSE on the first attempt.                                                         

Commendable       
Total point score < 399 and > 375 points and at least 56 on the NBME and 300 on the CSE on the first attempt. 

Satisfactory 
Total point score > 270 and < 374 points and at least 56 on the NBME and 300 on the CSE. 

Incomplete
Total point score below 270, or less than 56 on the NBME or less than 300 on the CSE; students are given the opportunity to retake components of the clerkship that fall below the required minimum.
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