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The main goal of this rotation is to develop basic skills in the evaluation and management of patients presenting with a variety of respiratory disorders in the hospital setting.

I.
Learning objectives

a.
Review the etiology and differential diagnosis of  common presenting symptoms, including cough, dyspnea, and hemoptysis.

b.
Develop basic skills in respiratory diagnostic tools, including history-taking, pulmonary exam, interpretation of pulmonary function studies, chest radiograph and chest CT scan.

c.
Understand the clinical presentation, pathophysiology, diagnosis, and management of the following pulmonary disorders:

i.
Asthma- with emphasis on pathogenesis, clinical classification and systematic approach to treatment.

ii.COPD-  review guidelines for oxygen therapy and understand the rationale for surgical intervention (transplant and LVRS).

iii.Thromboembolic disease- discuss risk factors, various diagnostic modalities and treatment options.

iv.Lung cancer- focus on diagnosis, staging and management.

v.Chronic hypercapnic respiratory state- will encompass respiratory muscle disease, end-stage COPD, chronic hypoventilation syndromes

vi.Pulmonary infections- review common pathogens in the immunocompetent vs. immunocompromised host, indications for invasive testing

vii.Diffuse lung disease- will focus on systemic diseases with pulmonary manifestations 

viii.Pleural diseases- will include pleural effusions and pneumothorax

ix.Pulmonary HTN- discuss new classification and treatment options

x.Sleep-disordered breathing- discuss OSA, association with cardiovascular syndromes, use of CPAP

II.
Methods

a.
Bedside discussions during work rounds

b.
Didactic lectures

c.   Review pertinent journal articles

c.
Informal daily evaluations as well as formal mid-month and end-of-the-month evaluations.

