Clinical Skills Block
Faculty Contact: Gopal Yadavalli, MD 
Email: gxy6@case.edu 

Introduction/Overview
The clinical skills block is a 2-week rotation for interns.  The block is led by Dr. Yadavalli and the Chief Medical Residents.  The overall goals of the block to have the interns to enhance their knowledge and skills in physical exam, patient interactions and procedures.  
The Clinical Skills Block has the following Specific Learning Objectives

1. To gain familiarity with minor procedures, including Foley catheter placement, lumbar puncture, arterial puncture, venipuncture and peripheral iv catheter placement.

2. To learn and practice advanced cardiac life support protocols

3. To undergo a formal electrocardiogram teaching curriculum and become proficient at basic ECG interpretation

4. To improved cardiovascular physical diagnosis skills

5. To understand principles of obtaining informed consent for procedures

6. To learn principles of teaching peers and students

7. To gain proficiency in cultural competence

8. To gain understanding of basic antibiotic management

9. To enhance skills in self reflection

Principle Teaching Methods

The principle teaching method is small group teaching, augmented by hands on experience in the Case Western School of Medicine Simulation Center. 

Clinical Content 

Interns do not have primary patient care responsibility during this rotation.

Methods used in Evaluating Resident and Program Performance 
The residents provide feedback on this rotation via the  www.myevaluations.com system.  Resident participation and achievement of procedural competence is monitored by the Chief Residents.   Duty hour compliance is monitored daily by the Program Director, Chief Resident, the rotation evaluation and a one-week detailed duty hour audit carried out during each rotation block. 

Principal Educational Goals by Relevant Competency

The principal educational goals of the rotation are outlined below for each of the six ACGME competencies. The most relevant principal teaching/learning activity is listed for each goal, using the legend below.
Small Group Teaching SGT

Procedure Simulation  PS

Grand Rounds GR

Morbidity and Mortality Conference  MM

Noon Conference  NC  

1) Patient Care

Principal Educational Goals and Learning Activities

Interview patients more skillfully SGT

Examine patients more skillfully SGT

Learn basic procedures PS

Gain experiences in ACLS resuscitation PS

2) Medical Knowledge

Principal Educational Goals Learning Activities

Expand clinically applicable knowledge base of the basic and clinical sciences underlying the care of medical inpatients SGT, GR, MM, NC

3) Practice-Based Learning and Improvement

Principal Educational Goals Learning Activities

Develop and implement strategies for filling gaps in knowledge and skills SGT

4) Interpersonal Skills and Communication

Principal Educational Goals Learning Activities

Communicate effectively with patients and families SGT

5) Professionalism

Principal Educational Goals Learning Activities

Demonstrate cultural competence SGT

6) Systems-Based Practice

Principal Educational Goals Learning Activities

Effectively use the literature to manage patients. SGT

Understand and utilize the multidisciplinary resources and hospital systems necessary to care optimally for hospitalized patients. MM
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