Heart Failure Core Measures

**Patients are included in the Heart Failure core measure when they are assigned a heart failure diagnosis code upon discharge, which is determined by the coding department.  Please note that even if a patient is not admitted with a primary diagnosis of heart failure, this may end up as the assigned diagnosis code.
As a reminder, the coding department and core measure abstractors cannot interpret physician documentation.  There are specific rules that must be followed that are defined by the Joint Commission.

Left Ventricular Function Assessment:

· Documentation that left ventricular systolic function (LVSF) was assessed either prior to arrival, during hospitalization, or is planned for after discharge or reason documented by physician/advanced practice nurse/physician assistant (physician/APN/PA) for not assessing LVSF.
Medication (ACE/ARB) for LVSD at Discharge:

· A patient with an EF <40 will be included in this measure.  If a range (eg. 35-40) is documented, abstracters take an average (eg. 37.5) of the range.  

· Please note that the abstractors use the LAST documentation of left ventricular dysfunction in the medical record

· ACE/ARB must be prescribed at discharge and documented on patient’s discharge instructions, which are signed by the patient

· If ACE/ARB is not prescribed at discharge, must document contraindication 

Discharge Instructions:

· Address Activity: WRITTEN discharge instructions/educational material given to patient/caregiver address the patient's activity level after discharge.
· Address Diet: WRITTEN discharge instructions/educational material given to patient/caregiver address diet/fluid intake instructions after discharge. 
· Address Follow-up: WRITTEN discharge instructions or other documentation of educational material given to the patient/caregiver address follow-up with a physician/APN/PA after discharge.
· Address Medications: WRITTEN discharge instructions/educational material given to patient/caregiver address discharge medications.
· Address Symptoms Worsening: WRITTEN discharge instructions/educational material given to patient/caregiver address what to do if heart failure symptoms worsen after discharge.
· Address Weigh Monitoring: WRITTEN discharge instructions/educational material given to patient/caregiver address weight monitoring instructions after discharge.
Smoking Cessation Counseling

· In order to be included in this measure, there must be documentation that the patient has smoked in the previous year.  

· No documentation of smoking history assumes that the patient does not smoke.  

